
To Massachusetts Counsel and Legal Staff: 

BEWARE AND BE ON THE LOOKOUT 

The attached letter is from the NATIONAL COURT REPORTERS ASSOCIATION (NCRA) that 
oversees stenographers nationwide and their credentialing and credibility.  They have found 
misconduct occurring and are advising you that there is a NEW practice occurring that you 
need to know about that is occurring on virtual proceedings. 

The practice that is being engaged is that, rather than a certified stenographic court reporter 
keeping a full and accurate record of deposition proceedings, a digital recorder (audio 
recording conducted by an operator) is, instead, being assigned. This substitution is often not 
disclosed until the deposition is ready to begin, at which time a stipulation is demanded to 
allow this previously unannounced and non-noticed anomaly to proceed. 

Due to a lack of understanding of these two entirely different means of capturing the record 
and the commonplace oath and stipulations standardly read, we have grave concern that this 
rises to a level that meets the threshold of a duty to inform. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 

Designate your notices to say “BY STENOGRAPHIC MEANS”; 
Verify the credentials of the reporter and ask if they are a Massachusetts notary public; 
Please inform other attorneys you work with about this possibly happening in our state and to 
be on the lookout for this. 

Thank you, 

 The Massachusetts Court Reporters Association 
 Board of Directors

PO Box 377, Westwood, MA 02090 
www.mcraonline.com 

888-522-6272

http://www.mcraonline.com/
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